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Saul

I Samuel 9-31; 2 Samuel 2.8f;

I Chronicles 9,.35-10.14

In response to external pres-
sures, especially from the
Philistines, the leader Saul from
the tribe of Benjamin succeeded
about 1000 B.C. in uniting the
tribes and clans of Israel as a
Kingdom, or rather a chiefdom,
although he was unable to
establish their territorial integri-
ty. His reign was characterized
externally by wars and internal-
ly by his rivalry with David. Saul
was killed together with his sons
in battle against the Philistines
on Mount Gilboa, probably in
an attempt to join together the
territories of the central and
northern Israelite tribes,
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Aerial view of Beth Shan or Scythopolis



Model of the city of Beth Shan



